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HISTORICAL NOTES — PLACE NAMES. 


The firat recorded visit to the site of Banff itself was made in 1841. 
That year, in August, Sir Goargo Simpson, Governor of tho Hudson's 
Bay Company, panotrated the Bow River Valley fram tho oast. Ho 
passod Lake Minnowanka and Cascado Mountain, ascondod Healy 
Creak and crossd tho summit of the Rocky Mountains by Simpson 
Pass, 


Roverend Robert Terrill Rundle, Wesleyan missionary to Indian 
tribes of the northwest camped by the Bow River in the vicinity of tho 
mountains near Banff in 1841. In 1845 another missionary, Fathor 
Pierre Joan de Smet, crossed the Rocky Mountains from the wast by 
way of White Man's Pass, which is at the eastern extremity of Rundle 
Mount. 


In 1858 and 1859 Sir James Hector, geologist for the Palliser Expedi- 
tion, explored the ragion. Hector discovered Kicking Horse Pass, which 
ater came into use as the route of rail and highway transportation 
across the summit of the Rockies (The Great Divide wost of Lake 
Louise). 


The Hot Minoral Springs on Sulphur Mountain were discovered 
during construction of the transcontinental line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. Intorest in the springs attracted attention to this section of 
the Rockies. Although mentioned by Hector in his diary, the springs 
apparently wore not actually located until 1883 by workmen engaged in 
railway construction. Travellors ovor the nevwly-constructed railway 
line were so imprassed with the magnificence of the scenery that tho 
Federal Government was urged to establish a national park in tho 
vicinity, Accordingly, in 1885 an aroa of 10 square miles was rosorvad 
and two years lator a national park of 260 square miles was sot aside by 
Act of Parliament as Rocky Mountain — now Banff — National Park, 
thereby creating tho first unit of Canada’s system of national parks. 
This area was lator oxtonded to include the prosant 2,564 squaro milos. 


Placo Names — Somo of the place names of tho rogion roflact tho 
valley's brief histo 


MOUNT RUNDLE — 
Named for the missionary, Rey. R. T. Rundle. 


MOUNT BRETT — 
For Dr. R. G, Brott, a doctor with the railway in canstruction days, 
who returned to build a Sanitarium Hotol, which stood on tho 
prasont site of the Administration Building, and a hospital which 
is atill in use. 


MOUNT PEECHEE — 
For tho Indian Guide of Sir George Simpson. 


INGLISMALDIE — 
For tho Scottish Cantilo, named by an early Scottish visitor, possibly 
Simpson. 
BOURGEAU — 
For the botanist with the Palliser Expedition (Hector). 
FAIRHOLME — 
Another Scottish place namo, by Hector. 
NORQUAY — 
For an early premier of Manitoba. 


PILOT — 
Aptly namod for it can bo soon from many distant points. 
CASCADE MOUNTAIN — 
Namod for tho watorfall on its eastorn cliffs. 
BANFF — 
Named for Banff, Scotland, by Lord Strathcona, 
MINNEWANKA — 
Croo Indian nama meaning Water Spirit. 
BOW RIVER — 
Not for its ribbon-like windings, but a translation of the Indian 
fname ninco tho prairie tribes obtained wood for thoir bows from 
Douglas firs that grow on its banks in the foothills. The old Indian 


Ramo according to Oavid Thompson, explorer and fur trader, w: 
Manachaban Sipi, 
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WILDLIFE NOTES 


Travel in the mountains will be more enjoyable if ono is fortunate 
‘enough to soe wild animals. The national parks are wildlife sanctuaries 
Whoro all typos of animals, both game and predator, aro shaltorad. To 
800 thom Is another matter, since they do not willingly follow the high~ 
ways when traffic is heavy. Leisurely driving during tho early morning 
or oarly evening hours is probably tho most rewarding, although not tho 
best light for the photographer. 


Ovor a poriod of time black bears have become “'panhandlors"” and so, 
skilled at obtaining food from travellers that it has beon nocessary to 
prohibit by law the feeding or enticing of bears. It should be romom- 
bored thoy are still wild animals. Too many visitors found this difficult 
to roalize, 20 that accidents occurred: The visitor will still see bears 
quite oasily but ono should not approach them. If light or dark brown 
bears are seon, it should be ramembered that they aro still brothers and 
sisters of the black onos, just as a traditionally black-hairod family may 
occasionally havo a blond or red-headod off-spring. 


Elk, moose, deer, mountain sheep and occasionally mountain goat 
may be soon in tho open places of the valloy near tha roadside, but it 
requires constant watching and sharp eyes to spot them. The deer aro 
smallor than olk and the species in this vicinity has black tip to the tail 
and targe ears (mule deor). 


Moose may be differentiated from elk because of thoir groyish 
colouring, sloping shoulders and roman nose, the moose antlors diffor 
also in boing palmatod. Tho bull moose grows his antlors during tho 
aummor months, groat scoops which aro bumpy around tho edgos early 
in tho season, growing to sharp points as thoy maturo. Tha cow moose 
have no horns but havo large mulo-liko oars. Thoy ara far from boautl- 
ful croaturos, but aro vory afficiontly constructed with high knee action 
for getting thom rapidly through doop snow or swamp araas, 


Many porsons are uncertain of the difference betwoon Rocky 
Mountain shoop and goats. Tho sheep aro stocky, short-haired, fawn- 
coloured animals with light rump patches and hoavy hind quartors, 
When atartlod thoy move rapidly and gracefully. Tho adults are all 
hornod. Femalas and young matos have short, sharp spikoa; tho older 
maloa havo heavier curved ones, of tho “Horn-of-Plonty” shape. Goat, 
loss ofton seen, are whito and shagoy with sharp black spikos and long, 
bearded, canny looking faces. 


Coyotes may be seon in the morning or evoning, like pale shaggy 
dogs with bushy tails, crossing the road or following it. Beaver havo 
boon dealt with In the story of the Vermilion Lakes Drive, sinco this is 
whoro ono is most likoly to s08 thom. 


A oroat varloty of birds aro present in the mountains in tho summer, 
but ‘‘bird-watching’’ is not very satisfactory from a car. A booklot 
ontitled “Birds of Canada’s Mountain Parks"’ may be purchased at the 
Park Information Bureau, and bird chocking lists also may be obtained 
‘on roquost, 
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